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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. j 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed V 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. T > 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 December 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) U4 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E3 The drawing(s) filed on 26 December 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's Amendment filed on December 27, 2004 in response to Examiner's Office 
Action has been reviewed. 

2. Claims 1-4 are presented for examination. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 ,84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference characters not mentioned in the 
description: there are no reference numbers for any boxes which have been labeled in 
figures 10 and 1 1 and reference characters of figures 10 and 11 have not been 
described in the specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
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applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being as being anticipated by Neeson et al. 
(Hereinafter "Neeson") US Patent No. 5,786,998. 

As to claim 3, Neeson teaches the invention substantially as claimed, comprising: 
transmitting a data signal real-time from a first location, receiving the data signal at a second 
location, and sending the data signal from the second location to a third location via a 
communications network to a third location; [real-time communications with the field unit 36 
from the information systems 50 through a plurality of base stations 52, 54 which base stations 
52 and 54 is being used to maintain radio contact with field unit 36 via SSI, see 50, 52, 54, and 
36 of fig. 2; col. 7, lines 20 to col. 8, lines 3]; 

storing the data signal [stored in base stations 52, 54 which is being used to maintain 
radio contact, col. 7, lines 60 to col. 8, lines 3]; 
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manipulating the data signal [col. 10, lines 25-32]; 

generating reports, saving reports, and printing results [tracking and recording equipment 
inventory, ab; the equipment table (report) has been sent to the front end processor through the 
radio frequency connection between the MCP 12 and base stations 52, 54, col. 12, lines 50-67; 
fig. 14a; col. 9, lines 32-46]. 

As to claims 1-2, they are corresponding apparatus claims of claims 3-4, therefore, they 
are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being as being anticipated by Carlson et al. 
(Hereinafter "Carlson") US Patent Application No. 2002/0029176. 

As to claim 4, Carlson teaches the invention substantially as claimed, comprising: 
logging on to website [Homepage 100 by connecting via Internet, 0047 of page 3]; 
selecting enterprise component [0051 of pages 3-4; 0055 of page 4]; 
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confirming asset availability [indicator is lighted up to indicate the availability of the 
transferable data, 0054 of page 4; 0061 of pages 5-6]; 

selecting reporting period [specify a period of a time for a report, 0069 of page 7]; and 
printing results [view and print reports, 001 1 of page 2; 0069 of page 7]. 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant argues that the Neeson and Carson references do not anticipate applicant's 
invention because Neeson and Carlson systems are totally different systems compared to 
Applicant's tracking inventory systems. 

As to point this, Examiner respectfully disagrees. The recitation "to electronic inventory 
devices and a method of locating and tracking inventory" have not been found in claims 1-4. 
The limitations of "tracking device" or "method of tracking an asset" have not been given 
patentable weight because the recitations occur in the preamble. A preamble is generally not 
accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended 
use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for 
completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See 
In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 
88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 

Examiner also believes that both Neeson and Carlson references teach every limitations 
of claims 1-4 (see the rejection above). 
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6. Applicant's arguments filed on December 27, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Pardo, whose telephone number is 571-272-4082. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at 571-272-4083. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: 

(703) 872-9306 (Official Communication) 
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and/or: 

571-273-4082 (Use this Fax#, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" or 
"Draft" communication. Examiner may request that a formal/amendment be faxed directly to 
then on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5359, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

March 03, 2005 



WUYN.FKRDO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



